TRANSPORTATION

Driving less, and loving it

Madisonians seek new ways to reduce their reliance on autos

By Lisa Goodman

my Owerby no longer drives 38

miles roundirip to and from work

each day, Instead she drives to a

Park and Ride, cutting in half’ her
car travel Betwesn her home near Coltags
Grrove and her workplace on Madison's west
alide.

“I essentially drive a short time on the
highwag then hop on the bus™ through town,
she says, (verby, who made the swiich in
responss (o air-qualiiy alerts this summer,
appreciates the “luxurious, uninterrupied
resading time™ she enjoys on the bus,

This fall, Owverby signed up for the Car-
Free Challenge, the brainchild of Madison
Enviroamental Group, a lecal consulting
firm. For two weeks, she and nearly 80 oth-
ers made & commitment (o Mnding ways to
reduce thelr reliancs on automobiles,

“1t's miot “Griwe ap your cae” s just redoe-
fing your trips, and your miles,” says Overbo
who works for the Madison Community
Foundation. Since taking the challenge,
Overby and her husband strategize more
about their transportation noeds. Mow who-
ever must drive the fnrthest takes the more
economical af their two cars.

Other Car-Frae Challenge participants
wers motivated by rising gas prices, the has.
sles and costs of driving and parking, and
the increasing avallability of alternatives.

“It's becoming a fall event, a ritual for
som,” says Rebecca Grossberg of Madison
Environmental Group. The challenge an-
courages participants to eliminate at least
one car irip per week, and to record all of
their trips.

“It’s so tangibbe and straightforward™
says Grossberg, “Itmests people where they
are” anid recogribees thal everyons can make
sovme effort. She credits rising gas prices in
the wake of Hurrlcane Katrins for the fact
that this year's challenge drew 768 people,
moe than twice the mamber from 2004.

Originally inspired by Seatble’s
Umne Less Car Challenge, Gross-
berg says the Car-Free Challenge
“fs 1ot just & funky Madison thing
bo dio~ 18 happening worldwide,
During European Mobility Week
in September, more than 2500
European cities sigmed on bo simi-
lar inktiatives,
Madison Mayor Dave
Cieslewicz has been n steadfast
challenge supporter: 1 helped
kick off the event the past three
vears and sent an e-mail to all
2,700 ebty employecs encoarnging
them to Stake the challenge.'™ He
participated again this vear, as
did some members of his stafl.
“There are so many bemnelits,™
says Cieslewicz, “The financial
s are obwvions: You smee on park-
ing and gaes, neither of which are
cheap.” Citing his Fit City initia-
tive, Cleslewicz also encourages
people (o walk, bike, or even walk
to and from the bus stop rather
“ghan driving a car door-io-door ™
Az gas prices remain high,
Madison Metro {5 seelng a surge
in calls andd visits to s Web sibe
trip planner, says Mick Ruseh,
marketing specialist at Madisom
Mistro. “Every year sooms to be an
imerease in ridership forns”
Busch says the system’s now
Ride Guide, which eamé out in
Angast, i 5o popular that he antic.
ipates an extra printing. And
Metro is seeking better connectiv-
ity with cuthying areas. In Sepbem-
b it begam service 1o Yeromns, and
is continmuing talks with other communities
interested in establishing service.
Meantime, the UW-Madison is showeas-
ing alternative transportation options like
Madizon Metro, Rideshars, the Stabe Vanpoal
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Cleslewicz biking to work: 'There are o many benefits’

Program, UW Park and Bide, and Comamani-
ty Car Al present, “50% of UW Gsculty and
siafl wse scme form of alternative ransporia-
tion,” says Lance Lunsway, director of 1FW
Transporiation Sorvices.

Getting free

Rideshare
www.clityofmadison.cam rideshare
2E5-9114

Madison Metra

WL et robu s com

266 4466

Community Car
WWRLCOMMunityCanoam

S0 -000

Blcycle Federation of Wisconsin
warwbfworg

251 4458

‘The LW k= aleo expanding its Com-
mumnity Car service, formed in 2003 by
Mpdizon Environmental Growp.
Recenily, the univerziiy inked a deal
to put two new Frias hybrids on cam-
pus for use by any Community Car
member. And it plans io sdd two mors
each year for the neot three to five
VOGS,

Thére fré foww mone ithan 300 Com-
munity Car members, and six cars
placed around the ceniral city, “We
piloted the one car [at Helen O White
Library], and boom, people were using
it," says Lunsway He has already
reciived requests for more cars else-
whens an Cmpus.

Faula Lorenz, a UW omployee
and Community Car member, has not
owned a car [or thres years, Onoe a
month, she uses the Community Car
nearest her Atwood neighbarhood
home for & majer grocery-shopping
trip. She also uses the car to visit places
where Madison Metro dossn’t go. She often
calches rides with friends to variouns
events, bul says the car serviee “gives me
tha freedom to make other trips.”

Grnulﬂ-rq hopas the t‘hﬂ“ll'lnﬂ! will esn-
Linaee 1o grow, perhaps topping 1,000 partic
ipants in 206, and spresding (o mobe ¢t

im e fudwre
This vear, 454 people — more than hall
ol thoss who akgned ap lor Che challemnge

reported thelr results. Owver these two
weeks, they collectively reported traveling
a todal of 108,838 miles. OF these, 29,435 miles
(27%) were cardires (bicycle, bus, walking
and train) and 27872 miles (36%) were
logped by carpoalers

Even participants who didn® ey olher
s of [eave] consciously decreased their
namber of irips. “People have been very
solution-orienied,” save Grossherg. One
Michbbetodn woamsAn wiho works dowibown cut
herdaily driving miles in hall by eliminst-
ing her lanch-hour trip homs to care for her
g, arranging instead to have a neighbor
stop by during the day

For some challenge participants, part of
e salution is deciding where to live. When
theryr pretves] b Avladisan four vears ago, Kris
Grutzner and e huskand sought a neiph
arhood acoessible by Bicyele so her hus-
band could bike to work (downtown) as
mich a8 posible. Thelr two sounger chil-
dren walk te Shorewosd Hills Elementary
and the oldest rides a schoaol bus 1o Hamil-
ton Middie School

“¥ou'd be surprised how many parents
live i ferwr Blocks from schaool but drive thedr
kids," says Grutmer. “With a family of five,
[ know that | need a car There is no way
aroiind it, bat | also choose to hike or walk
when possible™

During e challenge, GrutEner
ifcirased bleveling to e job al Downhlewn
Madison [nc. Uverall, she cycled 140 miles
amdl drowve about 70 miles, Fecently, she and
hier hushand invited owt-of-iown visiiors io
biring their bicyeles and join them in bicy:
cling 0 a U'W football game Al the end of
the day (hev sald, "'Gosh was (hat evér
[, ™



