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Construction site

Madison’s Habitat for Humanity ReStore builds a national conference

izoture by fxture. Door by dooe Tike
Iy e and Boor ey flooe Sinoe open-
ing four vears ago, Madison's Habi-
tat for Humaniiy ReStore has
diverted more than 2350 fons of msiden-
tinl building materinds sway from landfills
mne sodd them (o contractors and the pub-
lic for remindeling and new construction.

In 5o doing. the ReStore has generated
more than $1.5 milllon for Habdtat for
Husnamity of Dame County, the looad affiline
of the ecumenical Christian ministry that
speka to aild affordakbile housing and elim-
meoney o build 12 Habitat homes,™ says
hindison ReStore direcior Jen Wolchick.

The Jocal ReSton= ks achibeved siflicient
stature that this weekend it is hosting the
largest national Refiore conference sinos
s cosescal book oot i the 19008, Schoduled
for Momday and Tuesday, Now 78, the con-
ference ks draming Z25 people in-the Sheraton
Badison Inm on John Molen Drive

“Wa planned to have 150 people,” Says
Voichick, noding that early attendance
estimates were overwhelmed in a8 hurey
and head to be revised.

The upper Midwesd acoounis for almost
halfl of the reglstrations. But 12 delegates
each are coming firem Tennesses amd Morth
Carolins. Six more states — Colorado, Indi-
ana, Cthio, New York, Pennsylvania and
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Virginks — o each sending at besct fve people
1o e comfierence, and 35 states in all will have ai
least one person in attendamnce. About 60% rep-
resent existing BeSiones; the remainder s from
Habitat chapbers and individuals who intend to
establish ReStores in their communithes

A former building-trades contracter whose
career was cul short by injury, Voichick had
been troubled at construction sites by the vol-
e of bublding material she had seen that was
destined fior the waste stream. Hor imestigation
into alternatives bed her to appronch Habitat for
Humanity of Dane County, where she bearned
that more than 100 ReStores existed across North
America — but none kn Madison.

That was in 2000 She set abonl writing a
business plan and applying or grands to under-
write the establishment of & Madison BeSoome.
A Waste Reduction and Recycling Demonstra-
tion Grant from the Wisconsin Department of
Matural Resources was critical,

“We opened one woeek after 9411, Voichick

‘remembers. “One of the things | wanted to do

was have & really specific niche,” ghe adds.
While a few other Habitat FeStores sell appll-
ances and clothing, she was intent on sticking
o bullding materials =0 & to nof respass on

the existing niches Mmshioned by organiza.
tions like Goodwill and St Vinssml de Paul

All of the bublding materials sodd by the
Madison ReStore are donated. About halfl is
suirpliss, whth the ol halfl vsed or recowersd
through s deconstruction program — an
effiort to remove cabinets, windows, foors, fix-
tures and cither sabmpeahle surfacs materials
hefore & residential demolition project begins.

AR STy
Volchlck finds new uses for construction material destined fer the landfiil.

Vobchick says the Madison ReStore has sot
& target of 10% anmmand sabes growth for the
met five years, “It was higher the first cou-
e of years becanse we wene new,” she notes.
“Everyoo opensd up their storape shesds.

Ao howe I its (irst 10 months, Madison's
Habital ReStore diverted 315 tons of donat-
] bublding material from landfills — gen-
erating more than $220.000 in sales bo sup-
port Dane County Habitat for Humankiy The
Following vear, 573 tons wene diverted, and
sales grew (o almost $340,000. The third fis
cal year saw 770 tons diverted and more than
450,000 in sales. For e year ending Jure
2006, thee pamibers: were 572 bons divertid and
almmost $H00,000 in sales.

Daring th same interval, the nomber of
ReStores across the TS, tripled from more
than 100 bo more than 300, inclwding one in

Rebecen Krantz of the East lsthmus Neigh-
borhoods Planning Council; United Way of
D Coumity's Kathy Martirsen: Brism Miller,
execntive director at Habbtat for Humanity of

“Through the conference, we hope o
establish a network or hub [of ReStores),”
says Volchick. T think it's a really good sign
b e 50 mamny of these popping up arcund
the country"”+
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